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Honorable Melvin Price, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services: .
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mel:

I was pleased to note your thoughts in
the Congressional Record of 27 April regarding
Congressional access to sensitive security
data. ‘.

. 1{

I share your concern of the proliferation
of access to sensitive security matters and
look forward to working with the Congress in
developing legislation to protect our Nation's
secrets.

Yours,
78/ Stansfield Turner
STANSFIELD TURNER
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CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO SENSI-
SECURITY DATA .

{Mr. PRICE asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the R=corp and to include ex-
t*aneous matter.) .

»r. PRICE. Mr. Spesaker,- I recently
made an informal check of the access of
committees of Congress to classified
security information. To obtain an indi-
cation ol the degree of the proliferation

2B of sensitive security information in the
1 2B Congress, I limited my review to the dis-
5 tribution of “Restricted Data” amongst

38 the various committee. The concept of
- “Restricted Data,” as defined in the
o Atomic Energy Act, concerns very sensi-
s 48 tive defense and national security mate-
3 rial related to nuclear energy and pro-
;: vides for which a unique system of con-

trol and disseminaﬁon is : tatut.orﬂ.v
PR specified. .. ..
re | I must a.dmlc that my check into this
s~ 38 matter revealed a disturbing trend. I
u % found that about 15 individual commit-
3d i  tees and subcommittees of the House and
. } Senate have access to “Restricted Data”
s 48 and maintain indiyidual files of varying
it 1§ amounts of such information. I alsc
ve i§ found that about 300 staff members have
" i been authorized to have access to this
8 sensitive information. Since the 1960’s,
ne. the number of stafl people having access-
pr- i to such data. has mcreased by a 1acbor ot
] 10. -
L. A fundamental principle of ma!ntaln-
38« ing the security of sensitive information
rof A} iq to lirnit its distribution. In its simplest
v 1 terms, this means limit the access to the
__ & minimum number of people consistent
2% i§ with_getting the job done. I am con-
er |8 cerned that this principle is being vio-
' i# lated with the growth in access to this
<he z one type of speclally seunsitive security
Pt 5 information to 15 separate oz*gamzations
000, <« Inthe Congressalone, :
L I fully appreciate the need for a cer-
the i tain number of committees to have direct
nec~ 1% and ready access to information and fil
uted 1§ on sensitiy information.
vy {§ plea is for the reduction of this acc
ine the ntial minim belteve-this ac-
’ i cess ed considerably by
ity 18 stricter compliance with the committee
" g system of organization wherein specific
Gen~ responsibilities are assigned to individual
xs ot 1§ committees: Strictly Hmiting access to
17 £- 3@ the commitiee needing the information
r any 3@ to carry out its responsibity will, T am
s as 3@ sure, reduce the prohferation which 13
atees. 48 occurring, -
ected Although T have not looked into the

handling of other areas of sensitive na~
s by A8 tional security information than Re-
3 DY I stricted Data, very probably similar un-
38 favorable trends have- developed in the

o oned treatment of such areas in the Congress.
. I firmly believe that we can greatly ime
a su—43 Prove our treatment of these matters by.
such424 ‘tSUcing the number of congressional or-~

A Eanlzat}ons handling such sensitive secit~
Ny information without relinquishing
ANy congressional responsibilities or los~

: vin’“’ any legislative control in these areas.
8 .. [ do not think we can overemphasize
S“:‘ importance of doing everything pOs=-
: ® 1o safeguard sensitive security in-
" ‘Co;llnadon Loss of certain information
. d well result in the grave endanger-

.
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ment of our national security “Without
consideration of the nature of the spe-
ciflc matter involved, it is not possible to
estimate the seriousness of the conse-
quences which could ensue. Losses of cer-
tain sensitive security information in the
past has, in my view, resulted in the nul-
lificatlon of literally billlons. of dollars
in investment in our defense forces. Ob-
viously there is probably no graver mat-
ter that we have to contend with than
the proper handling and safeguarding of
such security information.

The protection of sensit!ve security
information is also directly related to tha
proliferation of nuclear weapons which
is now such a great concern to many
Members of this body. The avallability
of nuclear weapons technology,. and in
some cases only an incidental piece of
information concerning our weapons
program, could make it possible for a
striving dissident or other foreign na~
tional group to attain nuclear weapon
cepability. The forces for such harmful
diffuston of sensitlve information rre
proportional to the number of sources of
such information. We should, accord-
ingly, reduce the number of organizations
and people to whom such information 13
distributed. Although I have limited my
comments to the Congress, the same fac~
tors and related dangers apply to aJl
organizations., . .

The tightening up of how—the Congresa
handles sensitive security information
is also important relative to the carrying
out of oversight responsibiilites which
the Congress has. Simply put, the only
way we can be effective In exercising ef~

fectlve oversight responsibilities over the,

safeguard functions performed by the
executive agencies is by exemplary per«
Iormanceo

ARE THERE NO CUBAN CASUALTIRA
N aFRICA® . [
(Mr, SIKES asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks g

point i the Recorn and to 1.ncl de ex-
traneous\matter.) -
® Mr. SIXES. Mr. Spcaker, ere has
been a dearth of news abgut Cuban
casualties n uoususl
, 25,000 of his
countrymen 8/3s wars for the

right to determine heir own destiny.

Unqguestionably, th

8 m, despite the
3l services ever

- important that considerati

H 3319

.\The Russian suf);iort. sysuun provid,ad
the Cuban forces is anoth T story Pre~

ahs cut off assistance: fn Ca,stm his
regime\ will' collapse. So, suppnsedly.

— et 3 i A

'ro CLo THE KEY WesT NAVAL"
- STATION? .

(-3 (Mr SIKES asked” gud was given‘

vill carry Russia's fnrcyx of con- -

it

permission to extend his remarks at thig -

point in the Recoro and i include ex-
traneous matter.) . .

- Mr. SIKES\Mr. Speake;/
realinement list, just issned, is a study

on the advisal

EAR ¥+

feel that it is Rot realigiic to close this
base. It played & very immportant part at
the time of the\Cuban wmissilc crisis in
1982, If there sboul
where in the' Catibbean
‘necessary functidn. ]
will no longer have

ama adds to the ]
naval base at Key
study should resuit;
Key West facility, s mission could well
be placed with thg rmhost ‘mportant U.S.
military installatipol\left in the Carlp-

*t may have a

presence in Pal-
¢ of majintaining &
est. If, however, the
the slosure of the

_mean. That faciljty il cur naval jnstal-

, Tatht r ihap_ {beipg_ up-

Report in, February dis-
cusses recent trends wt| Guantanamo,
Particularly in light of <he anouncement
about Key incressingly
2 be glven to
uantanamo.

maintaining our forces at

X include the article at thisipoint in the

REecorp.@ |

"Gnmo". ANQUIL U.8. task .vr Cﬁsmo'-t'
ST > Hacx Deox ’
oA stran qu!et hovers orer G anmnamo,

Americs m&s-squ&re—mue naval bage In Cubs,
aiter 20 years of tbreat.s Ly Fidel Cnsbm 1o
“oust thg Yankees.™ RN o
- Suddenly the speeche:
down, e Cuban military mnrds
patrolied the fence lnc iround
for years have been pulie i uac}' out &f slght.
On. the T1.8. side, Mamw puards no longcr
patro) the iine. - -

CuPa’s Commuinist !cuu:m are
Urting their pressure to yo- V.S, foree
Ths (lssue of “Gitmo,”
et
no been raised h the s Lerssl talks

ld between Wusbingts: and Havan

helr- “national-interest sertions,”
‘he resson iz vacertarn. Bul the guesa

Whashington i2 that Caatro is playing fite -

1 w-key now in order to aelp his case I -
ting the long-standing £ :aerican tr a.de oy

oy the N.a.v,v s .

lity of disrstablishing the -
naval air statlon at K¢y West, Fla. I .

e trouble any -

: iact--that we -
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